
1st Meeting of the 2021-2022
Undergraduate Student Senate at Virginia Tech

01/25/2022
Colonial Hall, Squires Student Center

A. Call to Order
- President Lohr called the meeting to order

- Started the meeting at 6:38 pm
- Went over the agenda

B. Adoption of Agenda
- Senator Salvato motioned to adopted the agenda

- Opposition:Senator Chowen moved to strike Adoption of Previous
Minutes and University Governance Report from the agenda

- Senator Merritt seconded
- Vice President O'Connor updated the agenda
- Senator Chowen motioned to change announcements on the agenda to public

forum
- Senator Merritt seconded
- No opposition
- Motion to change agenda approved

- President Lohr called for a motion to approve the whole agenda -
Senator Maybach moved to approve minutes (seconded)

- Agenda approved at 6:41 pm
C. Adoption of Previous Minutes

a. None
D. Guest Speaker

a. None
E. Old Business

a. None
F. New Business

a. New Senator Appointments
- President Lohr invited Vice President Cragin to swear in new senators -
Introduction of New Senators into the Senate
- At Large

- Antwone Callender



- Carson Martin
- Danny Crognale
- Emma Brown
- Logan Flanagan
- Martin Ochoa
- Nathan Brown

- College of Liberal Arts & Human Sciences
- Anahi Sanchez-Moya
- Jenalyn Dizon
- Riley Petersen

- College of Engineering
- Gabriella Noble

- College of Natural Resources
- Mollie Coogan

- College of Science
- Ben Kouzel
- Evan Zajkowski
- Neha Reddy

- Pamplin College of Business
- Andrew Masak
- Jimmy Heagerty
- Laasya Palakodeti
- Sabrina Styers
- Sneha Sharma
- Tyler Chillot

- President Lohr called for a motion to approve the senators
- Senators approved at 6:49 pm

- Vice President Cragin used the Induction Oath to swear the new
senators in

G. Cabinet Reports
a. President, Caroline Lohr

- President Lohr went over her contact information
- Email: caroline710@vt.edu
- Office hours: by appointment

- Working with Schifert Health to provide KN95 masks for students. -
Masks will be distributed in Squires and other places

frequented by students.
- The masks will arrive on Wednesday 1/26/2022.

- Sexual Violence Culture and Climate Work Group Update
- Explained SVCC and the committee.



- Invited students to join subcommittees. Applications due next
friday, 2/04/2022

- Earth Week April 14th, 2022 - April 17th, 2022
- Environmental Coalition having a forum 1/26/2022 on Zoom
for student input on Earth Week.

- If anyone has ideas please speak to President Lohr
- USS table at GobblerFair - 1/28/2022 from 4-7 pm.

- Invited friends and students
b. Vice President for Issues and Policy, Ainsley Cragin

- Email: ainsleyc@vt.edu
- Issues and Policy Committee Ideas for Improvement

- Transfer Student Experience: Looking to improve and make it
more unique. Meeting with Graduate Assistant/Graduate

Professional Student Senate in the Transfer Student Office
- Title IX: Planning to set up a meeting with Dr. Wagoner to
discuss Sexual Assault Prevention Focus Group.
- Student/Administration Communications - Creating survey to

determine attitude of students and feelings towards admin
transparency.

- Improving Cook Counseling: Planning to set a meeting to
discuss ideas and suggestions with the Mental Health
Coalition.

- Sustainable campus life: Met with Office of Sustainability
directors to determine a plan for a Green RFP proposal.

- Looking to better lighting around campus to improve
safety and sustainability in the environment

- Math Emporium: Meeting with managers, academic
managers, and students to understand the issues with the
emporium.

- Senator Applications have been reopened on a rolling basis -
Contact her about senator positions/questions

c. Vice President for Shared Governance, Ariana Guevara
- Email: ariana@vt.edu
- Office hours will be posted later. Flexible with hours
- Fun fact: 5th year student & taught salsa for 2 years
- Commission of Student Affairs. 1st Meeting on 1/27/2022 -
Reporting goals to tackle to commission chair meeting 1/28/2022
afternoon

d. Vice President for Equity and Inclusion, Emma Rosman
- Email: emmarosman@vt.edu
- Not present at the meeting
- Update on the slides

e. Vice President for Finance, Sara Wynkoop
- Email: sarawynkoop@vt.edu



- Office hours: 1:30pm-3:30pm on Monday
- Expenses from Last Semester

- Elections and Inauguration $2186.43
- Operational Expenses - $1932.01
- Hokie Effect Promos - $1407.44

- Hokie Effect profits fund USS
- VA General Election Polling Centers - $933.85

- USS Marketing - $2338.99
- First Student Budget Board meeting happened yesterday 1/25 from

4-6pm
- Finalized the budget. Speak to Sara if you need money.

- Reviewing/editing the Student Budget Board policy for when it
becomes a part of USS

f. Vice President and Undergraduate Representative to the Board of Visitors,
Paolo Fermin

- Email: paolofermin@vt.edu
- Office Hours: 9:00am-2:00pm on Fridays or by appointment -
Applications for Undergraduate/ Graduate Board of Visitors Rep. are
open now

- Closes Mid February
- There is a nomination form on the website that you can fill out if

you believe someone is right for the position.
- Sexual Violence Culture and Climate Work Group is looking for

students to apply to be on subcommittes
- Questions

- Where can the application be found?- On the Board of
Visitors’ website

- Why is the BOV position the only one available? - The
timeline aligns with the Board of Visitors schedule,so the
application process is different than other cabinet positions

g. Vice President for Administration, Meredith O’Connor
- Email: mereditho2024@vt.edu
- Office hours: 9:00 am- 12:00pm on Fridays or schedule using

https://calendly.com/mereditho2024
- Office Hours for Representatives

- Every Senator is required to hold two office hours a week -
Once you complete your hours, you must fill out the google
form as proof of completion
- Still waiting for most senators to sign up

- Sending out more reminders within the next week
- Links are in the slack



- Administration committee
- Working to make sure USS flows better

- Attendance QR code
- Goal is to streamline everything so it works effectively
- If senate has ideas, please talk to a member of the
Admin committee, Meredith O’Connor, Sidney
Stearns, Eireann Maybach, and Elizabeth Durham

- General Office updates (USS)
- Masks are required to be wore in the office unless actively
eating and drinking

- Next Committee Meeting, Feb 1st
- Election for committee chairs

- Chairs will work closely with the director of their commitee
- More information will be sent out later

- Slack, our main form of communication
- Has an app, if you have not downloaded it please do so

- A Google Drive is being created for all senators with relevant
documents/ information

- New senators will be added to the Slack and other forms of
communication

H. USS Director Reports
a. Communications and Marketing, Katie Dillon

- Email: kmddillon@vt.edu
- Creating an internal USS newsletter

- Will include:
- DEI Information, working with Vice President Rosman
- Senator of the Week, working with Director Fields

- General USS information
- Creating USS Merchandise

- Once we come up with a design it needs to be approved
- Orders will be done ASAP
- If you have any ideas for the kind of merchandise you would

like to see, reach out to Katie
- Event Coverage Protocol

- If you would like to have an event covered or
flyers/promotional materials, I need to know 2 weeks in
advance

- Social Media/ Newsletter Request:
https://forms.gle/G3RQiChDC6n7WzV88

- Squires Speed Dating Video
- UCSO Reps have your organization featured on



@vtcampuslife Instagram. Email or come talk to me after the
meeting.

b. Membership Development, Mallory Fields
- Email: malloryfields@vt.edu
- Development Opportunities Coming Up

- Presentation from the Women's Resource Center
- Committee Leaders - sending out information for the future

- Forms for Senator Spotlight, from the internal newletter
- MHC Updates- Hokie Hiccups

- No venue
- Date and time have changed
- Backburner the event

- Senators fill out when to meet and email to coordinate speakers -
New senators reach out to her for anything

c. Special Programs, John Frazier
- Email:johnfrazier@vt.edu
- Interested in Individual events and Partnerships with USS -

Get in touch with John Frazier
- Ideas for events

- Talk to John or one of his committee members, Sydney
Livingston, Alex Pomeroy, and Micah Pamonag

d. Governmental Relations, Etienne Ouellet and Tamara Allen
- Etienne Ouellet

- Email: eco@vt.edu
- ACC Advocacy Day updates

- Virtual event
- Hokie Day

- Will take place in Richmond,VA
- Focusing on State Gov’t and organize other university

communications
- Tamara Allen

- Email: tamara19@vt.edu
- Asked for suggestions for federal and state gov’t

- Working on Hokie Day
- No current updates

- Be on the look out for an email
e. Hokie Effect, Meredith Ashley and David Cox

- Meredith Ashley
- Email: meredithashley@vt.edu
- Upcoming Hokie Effect Basketball games

- Women’s:
- Black Out Game - Feb 13th 2022

- Hosting a tailgate before hand,



catering, and prize giveaway.
- Seeking Senator volunteers for
set up, take down, and during
the actual event

- Maroon Out - Feb 24th 2022
- Men’s:

- Maroon Out - Feb 14th 2022
- Black out - Feb 19th 2022

- USS/Cassell Guard tailgate and prize
giveaway

- Senate volunteer help needed
- Hokie Effect Tabling

- At the table we will be giving out old Hokie Effect
shirts for free

- Proceeds from Hokie Effect fund USS, student athlete
scholarships, and the student emergency fund

- Schedule for sign-ups is in slack
- Hokie Effect Basketball Tabling & Tailgate

Sign Up
- David Cox

- Email: david02@vt.edu
- Assistant Director of Hokie Effect, David Cox was not present

at the meeting

I. University Governance Reports
- none

J. Advisor Reports
a. Dr. James Bridgeforth

- none
b. Dr. Heather Wagoner

- none
- Was not present at the meeting

c. Gina Tamburro
- none
- Was not present at the meeting

d. Juwan Jacobs
- When making statements especially during public forum, stand in

front of the microphone so the livestream can hear you clearly
- When making a motion, second, or opposition restate your name to be

added into minutes
- Excited about where we are (reflection)

- Movement nationwide
- Juwan will be hosting his own office hours, schedule out soon -



USS office or Suite 325 on the third floor
- Asked old senators to meet new senators

K. Public Forum
- Juwan explained public forum
- Ashlyn O’Neill and Molly Dickler, USS Senators and Members of the

Homecoming Board
- Looking for more diversity in the homecoming court

- Looking for USCOs to support candidates
- Contact Ashlyn O’Neill and Molly Dickelr to be on court
- Bringing flyers to next meeting

- Morgan Salvato, USCO rep: Jewish student union
- Held the First JSU meeting yesterday 1/25/2022

- Brought up the insufficient communication with GobblerFair
on the part of the University

- Miles Guth, Student constituent
- “Good evening. I come before you tonight as just another student

constituent with humility and gratitude. Not too long ago, I sought to
serve in the highest office of student leadership at Virginia Tech and
start a new chapter for student governance alongside many trusted
friends and colleagues. However, the will of the people did not align
with my own ambitions and desires. At the time, it was a tough pill to
swallow, and, admittedly, it has taken a lot for me to muster the
courage to write these remarks and speak before you tonight. I was
sitting in my room reading last weekend while the snowstorm was
raging, and I thought about one of my favorite quotes. “A person’s
character is determined not by how he or she enjoys victory, but
instead by how he or she endures defeat. This is why I am here
tonight. My intention is not to lecture you on the system of student
government, the charge of the USS, or any such topics. Instead, I wish
to convey some hard-learned lessons about success as a student leader
and enable you to employ them as you navigate your experiences as
the new face of student government at Virginia Tech.

The first is a simple idea. Connection. Virginia Tech is a
student body 30,000 strong. Those are the people you are here for. In
your work as our representatives, you will have many opportunities to
collaborate with all sorts of people from across the university, faculty
and student alike. These connections are the cornerstone of this
organization and the work you will carry out as student leaders. The
more you can cooperate with others, the better. Writing legislation,
working in committees, and representing constituents are all aspects
of your work as representatives, and success in each of those areas
also relies on connections.

Second, is a lesson we take from our dear friends Obi-Wan
Kenobi and Master Yoda, patience young Jedi. Pardon the nerdiness,



I’ve been on a bit of a star wars binge this past week. In student
government, you are going to be able to make waves and enact lasting
change for all the students you serve. But this change doesn’t happen
overnight. It comes as a result of hard work, consistency, and
dedication to the ideals as written in the USS mission and vision
statements. Stay on the track and be patient with those around you.
There are complex systems in play with governance. Do your best to
work diligently and see your efforts through to the end. It will pay off
in dividends for you, and for the student body. You can’t turn a no into
a yes, without a maybe in between.

Finally, and most importantly, learn how to walk the tightrope. Your
job requires an ability to balance the weight of 30,000 students with

the interests of the VT community and the success of the university at
large. This is not an easy thing to do. Compromise is a

skill learned over time and is a focal point of true success in any
professional environment, especially a governmental one. Learn to
see the merits of both sides of a topic. You can’t close one wound by
opening another. Engage with your colleagues in good faith and
always work productively together to find the best solution for
everyone.

I wanted to wait until the end to introduce myself. Some of
you know me from past work in student government, some of you
may recognize me from the election, and some of you probably have
no clue who I am or why I’m speaking to you at all. My name is Miles
Guth. I am a junior here at tech and was the chair of the USS
Transition Team. I want to leave you by saying a simple thank you.
The team and I spent over nine months working hard to craft USS
from an idea into a reality, and each of you has helped bring that to
fruition. The joy I feel knowing that we have a senate of bright-eyed,
eager, and inquisitive servant leaders makes all the difference. You are
the start of something new at Virginia Tech and in student government
nationwide. Thank you for your passion for the school we love and
your service to making it even better. Best of luck to you all in your
endeavors this semester and Go Hokies.”

- Elizabeth Durham, USS Senator
- Class of ‘23 Ring announcements

- Still able to purchase rings and tickets to the ring dance
- Anonymous

- Sexual Assault Situation occured in Oak Lane
- Because students are not receiving notications of these crimes

taking place in Oak Lane, they may not be aware of the risk
associated of going there.

- Incident was reported to the Police and Title IX



- Nothing was done
- Brought up the issue of incidents not properly being reported -

Violation of Clery Act
- Accountability needs to be taken by the University and individuals -

Responsibility to ensure our campus is safe
- President Lohr asked for more public comments, there were none
L. Adjournment

- President Lohr re-read the agenda and called for a motion to adjourn -
Senator Stearns made the motion
- Seconded
- No opposition

- Meeting adjourned at 7:37 pm


