
 

5th Meeting of the 2021-2022  

Undergraduate Student Senate at Virginia Tech 

Mar 29, 2022 

Colonial Hall, Squires Student Center  

A. Call to Order 

- President Lohr called the meeting to order at 6:40 pm 

- Read the agenda 

B. Adoption of Agenda  

- President Lohr called for a motion to adopt the agenda 

- Senator Monica Nguyen adopted the agenda 

- seconded  

C. Adoption of Previous Minutes 

- Previous minutes were sent out ahead of time and were not read aloud 

- No questions 

- Moment of silence for Amber Rainsberger  

D. Guest Speakers 

a. Zhiwu Xie, Professor, Chief Strategy Officer for University Libraries, Director of 

Center for Digital Research and Scholarship, and Associate Director of the 

Virginia Tech Smart Infrastructure Laboratory 

- Questions: 

- Vice President Ariana Guevara asked, “Can the library upload 

PDFs of the textbooks?” 

- The library is not allowed to because of the license and it’s 

obtaining the rights to do so would be 50x more expensive 

- Vice President Ariana Guevara asked “Faculty expect students to 

purchase. Is there anything that the library can do to provide a free 

textbook for students when the faculty author it? 

- They are trying. It doesn’t matter who the author is because 

the publisher controls the books 

- Vice President Ariana Guevara suggests that they reach out to the 

Faculty Senate so they can understand textbook revisions. 



 

Important for faculty to have a good understanding of students 

struggling to pay for textbooks.  

- Most faculty understand that but the instructor chooses the 

textbook. If the library doesn’t insert itself into the process, 

the faculty don’t know that is an option. The library 

initiative started with faculty they know. 

- Vice President Emma Rosman asked, “You mentioned that when 

you went to a smaller group of faculty they seemed receptive, but 

maybe didn’t continue with choosing other textbooks?” 

- Not actually. Even faculty members still try to lower the 

price 

- Vice President Emma Rosman asked, “What would it look like for 

faculty to be incentivized to lower books?” 

- Indicating which course requires you to pay for textbooks 

on course request and Rate My Professor  

- Please tell him your suggestions 

- Senator Princess Merritt asked, “Do you have any ideas on how 

students can get involved?” 

- Different ways to participate. That is why he is here. He 

wants to expand this program beyond one department. VT 

offers 600+ courses so we must start from somewhere and 

then expand it. We must get money from somewhere.  

- Senator Princess Merritt stated that she wanted to get on an 

initiative and offered her help and USS’s help 

- Choosing classes and it’s so fast so we need ways for students to 

know earlier about these costs.  

b. Mary-Ann Ibeziako, Assistant Vice President for Infrastructure and Chief 

Sustainability Officer 

- John Randolf, a retired professor was her proxy 

- Vice President Ainsley Cragin has met with the CPIF office previously 

and asked how the USS can get involved 

- Email Ainsley so she can put you in contact with the environmental 

department at VT 

- Questions 

- What were the 5 Green RFP projects that were selected? 

- Finished 15 Green RFPs 

- Could you outline the Green RFP projects? 



 

- 12-14 should get funded. Range from LED lights, motion 

sensors, a lot of pollinator habitats, restoration projects, 

refill stations, bike racks, etc.  

- Happy to engage with the USS.  

- Is there any secondary stream of income? 

- Statement: Butterflies are great for pollination, and 

they need to live somewhere. Charge VT students’ 

money to go to a butterfly garden 

- Grants are funding 

- Coca-Cola 

- Solar panels - part of a plan power 

purchasing agreement and involves cost-

sharing until the ownership is passed to VT 

- Environmental conservation - pollinator 

society - Bee Campus USA and does this 

kind of work - donations to fund it 

- Pursuing other options for income - 

absolutely 

- The long term is cost-saving even though it 

costs a lot now 

- Idea: Donations for pollination garden - indigenous 

people pollinator garden and beekeepers club 

(already partnered) 

E. Old Business 

a. none 

F. New Business 

a. Induction of New Senators 

- President Lohr asked the new senators to introduce themselves 

- Seungchan Jeong, College of Engineering Senator 

- Joshae Gordon, College of Engineering Senator 

- Sameen Hanan, Pamplin College of Business Senator 

- John Tinsley, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences Senator 

- President Lohr called for a motion to enter the voting procedure  

- Senator Jayen Neal motioned to open voting 



 

- Senator Anthony Tran seconded the motion 

- Vote Count: 34 yays, 0 nays, and 0 abstentions 

- Vice President Ainsley Cragin asked them to repeat the oath 

- Inducted at 7:40 pm 

G. Cabinet Reports 

- More Reports: Reports for 03.29.2022 Senate Meeting 

a. President, Caroline Lohr 

- Contact Caroline and tell her what you are working on so she can contact her 

resources 

b. Vice President for Issues and Policy, Ainsley Cragin  

- Mental Health Town Hall - March 30, 2022, 6:30 pm-9:00 pm in the Johnston 

Student Center 

- USS Group for Big Event - Sign up!! 

c. Vice President for Shared Governance, Ariana Guevara  

- USS Governing Documents had a second reading at the CSA meeting and passed 

unanimously 

- Presenting USS Governing Documents to University Council on April 18th  

d. Vice President for Equity and Inclusion, Emma Rosman  

- none 

e. Vice President for Finance, Sara Wynkoop 

- none 

f. Vice President and Undergraduate Representative to the Board of Visitors, Paolo 

Fermin 

- At the BOV meeting this Sunday, April 2, Paolo will be speaking 

- All-day event at The Inn at Virginia Tech 

- More information will be sent in the slack  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1amG1Lirxf4G8ifEJkLSsmkNfbCaMZskds9ycgwgQWsI/edit?usp=sharing


 

g. Vice President for Administration, Meredith O’Connor 

- Katie Dillon resigned as the Director of Communications and Marketing, please 

direct any communications/marketing questions to Vice President Meredith 

O’Connor 

H. USS Director Reports 

a. Communications and Marketing 

- none 

b. Membership Development, Mallory Fields 

- Team building/Trust workshop 

- Tomorrow Mar 30, 2022, from 5:30 pm- 6:30 pm  

- Turn on Slack notifications 

c. Special Programs, John Frazier 

- none 

d. Governmental Relations, Etienne Ouellett and Tamara Allen 

- ACC Advocacy Day Recap Presentation 

- Hokie Day was a success!!  

- Got a lot of feedback on how they support our research initiatives 

- VT getting a great sum of money for research 

- Discussed financial aid concerns 

- Legislators are aware of the issues 

- Met with Congressman Griffith, Senator Warner, and Senator Kaine 

- Federal Research Funding - the main topic 

- Shared stories about how to research and how great it is 

- Federal Student Aid Funding 

- Pell Grants 

- Asking for more money. Current legislation to work on that per 

legislators. 

e. Hokie Effect, Meredith Ashley, and David Cox 

- none 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1bF1J6VV_xLujvgm2eqJcCS3kpc53po37HvgVRiiU8v8/edit?usp=sharing


 

I. University Governance Reports  

- Vice President Ariana Guevara  

- 3 new resolutions  

- CUSP Resolution to Establish Non-Class Holiday Status for Juneteenth 

- Apr 11, 2022 

- CUSP Resolution to Establish an Academic Relief Policy  

- Apr 11, 2022 

- CFA 2021-22E Revise Faculty Handbook  

- Apr 23, 2022 

- Send comments, concerns, anything to Caroline, Ainsley, and Ariana 

- Invited USS senators to the webpage of the University Council so we can be more 

informed of campus things and resolutions 

J. Advisor Reports 

a. Dr. James Bridgeforth 

- none 

b. Dr. Heather Wagoner  

- none 

c. Gina Tamburro 

- none 

d. Juwan Jacobs 

- Open Office Hours next week  

- Tuesday’s and /wed 3:30-5:30 in the USS office 

- Set up a meeting aside from that time if available 

K. Public Forum 

- Senator Mollie Coogan 

- Attend the Team Building workshop tomorrow 

- Workshops can be counted towards your office hours’ time 

- Class of 2024 Rep - Senator Claudia Budzyn and Senator Jordan Williams 

- Class of 2024 Spring Festival on the Drillfield  

- Saturday, Apr 2, 2022 

- Everyone is welcome to attend 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V1E57ICrPdBlcADWIjOkMK5eacwyeqPoRORaV4GNYAg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XDRbpPvtkN-tPJuz_FwB85bj--moxAdfuxheJ5hqFrI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RcCy3jldIkU0yRQ8ij99eertPqDsTiFRdJAFaCOf1V0/edit?usp=sharing


 

L. Adjournment 

- President Lohr started to adjourn the meeting 

- Read over the agenda 

- Senator Sidney Stearns made a motion to adjourn the meeting 

- Senator Princess Merritt seconded the motion 

- Meeting adjourned at 7:57 pm 


