
7th Meeting of the 2021-2022
Undergraduate Student Senate at Virginia Tech

Apr 26, 2022
Colonial Hall, Squires Student Center

A. Call to Order

- President Lohr called the meeting to order at 6:39 pm

B. Adoption of Agenda

- President Lohr read the agenda
- Senator Salvato motioned to approve

- Seconded

C. Adoption of Previous Minutes

- No questions

D. Guest Speaker

a. Maya Mahdi, Director of Hokie Vote Caucus
- Voting at Virginia Tech

E. Old Business

a. Budget Approval/Review
- 2022-2023 Master Budget Presentation.pptx

Question:
- Senator Anahi Sanchez Moya

- Is Adobe or Canva included?
- Yes, located in different parts of the budget

President Lohr opened the voting procedure
- Senator Princess Merritt motioned to open the voting procedure -

Seconded
- Vote Count



- 39 yays, 0 nays, 0 abstentions
F. New Business

a. USS Resolution RP2: Resolution to Hold a Referendum to Determine Special
Election Plans for the 2022-2023 Academic Year

- This is a transition from Fall elections to Spring elections
- President Lohr read through the resolution

- Appendix A is essentially saying that when the time comes for the
next election, the cabinet will be re-elected. However, senators can
stay if they wish. Or if they want to leave they can.

- Appendix B means all seats would open and we would run a full
election in the Fall

- Translation: Cabinet/new senators have to run again in the fall and then they
run again in the spring. After the spring election, then it is switched to only
spring elections

- A google form will be sent out to determine intent to return!!
- If you choose to opt out, you have to re-run for your position if you

still want to be a part of the USS
- If you DON’T FILL OUT THE GOOGLE FORM… Caroline will

take that as you are NOT coming back.
- The form will be sent out on Slack and Email

- If you don’t fill out the form you are not completing your term.
You will be done and won’t need to come back in the fall

- Would appendix B be any different for UCSOs?
- UCSOs are self-selection within the UCSO so it is not up to USS

- Thinking about studying abroad, will that count as not being able to fulfill
my duties?

- Find a proxy to fulfill your duties. If you can do your duties
overseas, then you can fulfill them, but you need a person to sit in
on meetings

- Since UCSO elections happen differently, and then they become a senator
and have a dual responsibility?

- No, you are either a UCSO senator or a USS senator
- We are transitioning from senator to UCSO, what happens?

- Send Juwan an email
- How does the appointment of a director work with Appendix A? Is that

discussed amongst us or cabinet members?
- Directors were selected through the cabinet so it may look different

next year
- Director applications open after the inauguration

- Director positions will be brought before the senate to be
confirmed



- Read the USS bylaws
- Is there a reason why we’re moving the general election to the spring?

- It’s been discussed and it was thought that spring elections moved a
lot smoother with the university

- We are entangled with the university structures and they have their
stuff in the spring

- Spring elections are something that keeps us on the same page like
UCSOs and RSOs

- We are also opening up time for training and onboarding so
everyone is prepared to hit the ground running in their roles in the
fall.

- We lose time over the summer so we need to utilize that for
training

- Fall election will be used to fill vacancies
- This will get freshman representatives in USS

- Are we allowed to advocate for a specific part of the referendum to the
students?

- No, we can’t make this decision. Senate is voting on appendix a or b
and then that’s sent to the student body

- What happens if the student body doesn’t approve it?
- Appendix B would be our course of action

- Why would we put this to the student body if it's internal? -
Transparency

- How does the student body vote on the referendum?
- Graphics explaining these things
- There will be a link on GobblerConnect that is public for 5 days

for students to vote
- Will there be any emails sent out?

- No, there is not a mechanism for us to email all undergrads -
There is a communication plan in place

- Social Media
- A-frames
- Campus notices
- Banners
- Flyers
- QR codes

- Ask your college if they will send out an announcement -
Is it a binding referendum? Or is it a nonbinding?

- Nonbinding referendum
- Something for the student body to see

- Let your people in your college know what is going on! - Should we



amend appendix a to include a percentage or something? - Take that
into consideration
- Internal? External election?

- The backlash from the internal election in SGA
- The external election was appreciated

- USS is voting on appendix on a or b
- If we have access to a listserv can we send emails?

- Yes, Check with the president of the organization
- If we go with appendix a and decide to keep it internal and vote without

undergrad input it’s saying we can do it without undergrads
- President Lohr called for a motion to enter the voting procedure for

Appendix A or B
- Senator Kyle Hawley motioned to vote
- Senator Princess Merritt seconded to vote
- Vote Count:

- 36 yays, 2 opposed, 0 abstentions
- Moving forward with appendix A
- Nonbinding is just in case so nothing can throw the votes, election -
How would we know if the voting is corrupt?

- Nonbinding means we have the flexibility to follow the student's
opinion or not

- No matter what votes come out we have to accept them because
we’re a democratic society

- A guest spoke - you can have the student body vote on whatever you want
but he still doesn’t understand it or doesn’t care about it. He understands
the transparency, but students might not understand it

- Put it on Instagram and tell them to ask questions and be
transparent

- Is this a binding or nonbinding referendum?
- Princess Merritt motioned to vote

- Seconded
- Vote Count:

- 28 yays, 4 opposed, 0 abstentions
- The referendum will be binding

- Senator Molly Dickler motions to vote on whether it be sent out to the
student body

- Senator Jimmy Heagerty seconded
- Vote Count:

- 28 yays, 4 opposed, 0 abstentions
- This will be sent out to the student body



G. Cabinet Reports

a. 04/26 Cabinet Report

b. President, Caroline Lohr

- Sent in an email
c. Vice President for Issues and Policy, Ainsley Cragin

- Sent in an email

d. Vice President for Shared Governance, Ariana Guevara

- Sent in an email

e. Vice President for Equity and Inclusion, Emma Rosman

- Sent in an email

f. Vice President for Finance, Sara Wynkoop

- Sent in an email

g. Vice President and Undergraduate Representative to the Board of Visitors, Paolo
Fermin

- Sent in an email

h. Vice President for Administration, Meredith O’Connor

- Sent in an email

H. USS Director Reports

a. Membership Development, Mallory Fields

- Sent in an email

b. Special Programs, John Frazier

- Sent in an email

c. Governmental Relations

i. Director Etienne Ouellet

- Sent in an email

ii. Assistant Director Tamara Allen



- Sent in an email

d. Hokie Effect

i. Director Meredith Ashley

- Sent in an email
ii. Assistant Director David Cox

- Sent in an email

I. University Governance Reports

- Sent in an email

J. Advisor Reports

a. Dr. James Bridgeforth

- Sent in an email

b. Dr. Heather Wagoner

- Sent in an email

c. Gina Tamburro

- Sent in an email

d. Juwan Jacobs

- Sent in an email

K. Public Forum

- Senator Hawley
- National Mental Health Association
- Based on Russia's invasion of Ukraine and similar events our community is

experiencing
- All of the anxiety/depression builds up over time and it is overwhelming

- The undergraduate student body needs resources to respond properly to these
events

- Cook Counseling offers a little resource for this topic
- Proposes that Cook Counseling makes a support group, similar to one’s that Cook

Counseling already has in place, for armed conflict and how to process it
- Wrote a bill (not formally introduced) and is meeting with Cook to discuss -

If you want to co-sponsor it, reach out



- Senator Salvato
- Serve on Parking Ticket Appeals Committee

- Needs someone to take her spot because she is graduating
- When someone gets a parking ticket, appeal online 1st, 2nd appeal comes to a board

of representatives
- Meetings are Fridays 2-4 on the first Friday of every month and sometimes the third

Friday every month
- You just need a parking permit
- Send Morgan an email if interested

- Dr. Bridgeforth
- He is proud of USS, we had a good meeting tonight
- This year was a test year and next year will be different
- Thank you for being the guinea pigs and for working hard to make a difference -
It was important that we were able to disagree but still communicate

- Juwan Jacobs
- Intent to return went live at 8 pm and closes on a reading day at 11:59 pm -
Juwan will send out an email on the referendum
- Intent to return form is on Gobbler Connect “2022/2023 USS Intent to Return” -

Contact Vice President O’Connor if you are NOT on Gobbler Connect - Vice President
Fermin

- BOV couldn't decide on tuition fees
- BOV is having a special session at 8 am this Saturday

- Public comment has passed
- Will this impact any documents for students?

- Ask him after Saturday
- Go ahead and call financial aid because it is so specific to each student -

Is this meeting public?
- Yes, it is public but you cannot talk

L. Adjournment

- President Lohr reread the agenda
- Motion to adjourn the meeting by Senator Zachary Schmidt

- Seconded
- President Lohr adjourned the meeting at 8:10


